
 2009 ANNUAL REPORT 

From the Health Commissioner 
 

 On June 11, 2009 the World Health Organization signaled H1N1 as a 

global pandemic and raised the worldwide alert to Phase 6. I would like to   

express my thanks to our entire staff as they tirelessly took on the challenge of 

H1N1.  The year 2009 will, without a doubt, be remembered as the year for 

Novel H1N1. 
 

 With the first U. S. case confirmed by the CDC in April our ñears    

began to perk upò and preparation began to tackle this giant. By June 19th all 

fifty states had reported H1N1 cases. 
 

 We are so proud of our team for all the preparation, education and  

action taken to protect the citizens of Findlay.  Our core public health expertise 

came under fire on June 21, 2009.  We investigated a potential outbreak of 

H1N1 in a large youth orchestra group visiting Findlay who planned to board 

an international flight to Paris on Monday June 22. Two days to investigate, 

educate, diagnose and link those kids was truly a public health challenge. Our 

efforts paid off as tests confirmed H1N1 and the Paris flight was cancelled. 

Yes; an artistic tragedy but a public health victory. 
 

 H1N1 response continued throughout the remainder of 2009 as       

enhanced surveillance of school absentee rates began as well as monitoring of 

emergency room and acute care visits. When vaccine finally arrived in October 

the staff again stepped up to the plate as they orchestrated a vaccination plan 

which included three large scale community clinics as well as many smaller 

scale clinics to vaccinate those high priority groups identified by the Centers 

for Disease Control.  A grant of over $300,000 was secured by the Findlay 

City Health Department to help Findlay and Hancock County respond to this 

public health emergency.  Even as 2009 has drawn to a close H1N1 response 

continues. 
 

     Thatôs Public Health in Action! 

Stephen D. Mills, D.O. 

Health Commissioner 

Mission Statement 

To improve individual and community health through comprehensive programs and activities which monitor, prevent, and track disease 

and injury, promote healthy lifestyles, and reduce environmental risks for people of all ages who visit, live or work in Findlay. 

Visit us on the web: 
 

www.findlayohio.com 
 

Email us at: 
 

health@findlayohio.com 

Office Hours: 
 

Monday  through  Friday 

8:00 a.m. -  4:30 p.m. 

FINDLAY  CITY  HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT 

 

 

 

Serving our community at: 

 

 

Findlay City Health Dept 

1644 Tiffin Ave, Suite A 

Findlay  OH  45840 
 

 
Telephone for: 

 

Office: 419-424-7105 

Clinic : 419-424-7441 

Environmental Health: 

 419-424-7188 

         Plumbing office: 

 419-424-7420 

Fax: 419-424-7189 

 

The Findlay City Health Department is an equal opportunity employer and provider of services. 

ñHealth care is vital to all of us some of the time, but                               

public health is vital to all of us all of the timeò 
  

               -  C. Everett Koop, former U.S. Surgeon General 



Health  Board  Members,   from left to right:    Mayor Pete Sehnert,   William S. Alge, Jr.,  Gregory W. Cline, R PH,   James Niemeyer, 

B. Joan Work, RN  and  Robert E. McEvoy, MD. 

Findlay City Board of Health 

As established by Ohio law, the five member Board of Health is our policy-making body with authority to adopt regulations 

and establish programs to promote public health in Findlay.  Board of Health Members during 2009 included Pete Sehnert, 

Mayor as president Ex Officio; Gregory W. Cline, R.Ph, President; William S. Alge, Jr; Dr. Robert E. McEvoy; William M. 

Wolf, Jr and Joan Work, R.N.  New Health Board member James Niemeyer replaced William M. Wolf, Jr as Licensing Council 

representative in November 2009.  The Board meets monthly at 7:30 a.m. on the third Wednesday of each month.  Health 

Board meetings are open to the public. 

 

Our current location: 

1644 Tiffin Ave., Suite A   
 

We moved in July 2008 after our 

last Health Department office was 

lost in the August 2007 flood. 

 

 

  Our Staff:  

 
  Health Commissioner 

  Dr. Stephen D. Mills 

 
  Deputy Health Commissioner 

  Barbara Wilhelm, RN 

 
  Environmental Health Division 

  Craig Niese, R.S., Director 

  Chad Masters, R.S. 

  Curtis Barth, S.I.T. 

  Tom Davis, Substance Abuse 

  Sharon Routzon, Clerical, Dep Reg 

 (retired January 2009) 

  Cheryl Klakamp, Clerical 

 
  Nursing Division 

  Kim Renard, R.N., Director 

  Natalie Schroeder, R.N. 

  Taya Hyde, R.N. 

  Cheryl Klakamp, Clerical 

 
  Plumbing Division 

  Eric D. Helms, Inspector 

  Roxane Shaath, Admin. Assistant 

 
  Vital Statistics 

  Sheryl Yoder, Registrar 

  Cheryl Klakamp, Deputy Registrar 

In gratitude    -We would like to  recognize and thank William Wolf, Jr. for his volunteer service as a City Health Board member since 

2002.  He is stepping down as his business no longer requires licensing by the health department and therefore did not meet the qualifications 

as a member of the Licensing Council.  We welcome our new Health Board member James Niemeyer.  Mr. Niemeyer is the owner/operator 

of the Dairy Queen on Lima Avenue here in Findlay. 

  -Sharon Routzon retired after 14 years of service here from her position as Environmental Health clerk and also as     

Deputy  Registrar for Vital Statistics.  Due to budget cuts this position was not filled and has been absorbed by the office with most          

duties going to Cheryl Klakamp in addition to her work as clinic clerk. 

 2009   A  Year of Budget Cuts Reflected: 9.6% decrease in Expenses  

     9.4% increase Revenue 
 

 As tough economic times continued in 2009 the Health Department   

decreased hours of operation from a 40 hour work week to a 37.5 hour work week 

by closing the department one half hour early each day. This cost cutting measure, 

along with the unfilled position previously held by Mrs. Routzon and using bare-

bones operating expenses enabled the Health Department to cut total expenses by 

$95,689; a 9.6% decrease over 2008.  In addition revenue from the Health        

Department rose $43,670 from 2008; a 9.4% increase.  Total cost to the cityôs  

General Revenue Fund was $406,934 the lowest cost to the city since 2004. 
 

 A revamped committee to study combining the Findlay City and        

Hancock County Health Departments met through the first 10 months of 2009 as a 

result of a November 2008 County District Advisory Council (DAC) vote to     

continue  researching combination.  After this committee presented their                

recommendation to both the DAC and Findlay City Council a smaller joint sub-

committee was appointed to draw up a contract for such a merger.  The year 2010 

will likely bring a vote by both entities on this contract. 



What a Year to be Prepared 
 

The Findlay City Health Department along with the Hancock County Health Department had an extremely 

busy, yet productive year in the area of emergency response.  The staffs of both Health Departments were faced 

with a formidable challenge in the spring of 2009 with the emergence of H1N1 (swine) influenza in several 

states including Ohio.  The Health Departments monitored the situation around the country and met with health 

care providers and response agencies to plan a local course of action.  

 

Our first local encounter with H1N1 occurred in June as a group of young musicians based out of Michigan 

began showing signs of influenza like illness while staying with host families here in Findlay. Testing confirmed 

H1N1 virus and necessitated communication with both Ohio and Michigan State Health Departments as the 

group had planned international travel the same week.  Each member of the group, who was ill, did recover. 

 

3 Public Mass Clinics at local high schools 
 

Through our continued planning efforts, the Health               

Departments then organized and utilized local medical         

volunteers (Medical Reserve Corps), which included students 

from the University of Findlayôs School of Pharmacy, to      

administer H1N1 vaccine during three mass clinics at Findlay 

and Liberty-Benton High Schools to over 3,400 people when 

H1N1 vaccine finally arrived in October 2009.  

Numerous compliments were given to the Health Departments on the efficiency in 

which the clinics were conducted by those who received the vaccine and those    

compliments were greatly appreciated.  
 

Although initial shipments of vaccine were available only to the CDCôs designated 

priority groups the vaccine finally became available to anyone seeking vaccination 

on December 14, 2009. The Health Department continues to offer H1N1 vaccine   

clinics to anyone who desires protection. 

 

Pictures show both City and County Health Departmentsô staff and local medical volunteers of the Medical Reserve Corps  
working together to provide Public Health service for our community in October and November 2009. 
 

H1N1 Mass clinics initially targeted the CDCôs designated priority groups; pregnant women, health care workers pro-

viding direct patient care, persons who live with or care for children under 6 mos. of age, persons 6 mos. to 24 years of 

age and persons 25 to 64 years of age with certain underlying health conditions. 
 

Over 3,400 people were vaccinated at 3 Mass Clinics held at Findlay High and Liberty Benton High School.   

For more H1N1 

information: 

www.cdc.gov 

-or call 

CDC hotline 

1-800-CDC-INFO 


